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FITZROY CROSSING SCHOOL 
Grievance 

MRS C.A. MARTIN (Kimberley) [10.08 am]:  I have a grievance for the Minister for Education and Training.  
I would like to discuss some of the concerns and issues raised with me by my constituents about the school at 
Fitzroy Crossing.  Over the years this school has been moved a couple of times.  Old Fitzroy Crossing used to be 
on the other side of the river but when there was flooding the kids could not get to school.  The whole town has 
been moved in one way or another since the 1970s.  The landscape of the river itself is changing.  Every year 
major flooding means that the school is affected in the way kids can gain access, the buildings are antiquated and 
it is not really a good environment for learning.  The school already has attendance issues, but the community 
wants to move the school away from the fringes of the town and bring it into the heart of the community.  It will 
then have access to better facilities, such as an oval that does not flood and does not have to be shared with 
marsupials, reptiles and mammals - a few cattle come in at times - and that is not really good for the kids.  Where 
it is proposed to relocate this school there is already a library, which is provided by the shire.   

The school needs to be part of the community.  An opportunity now exists to commence an innovative process 
that will not only include government but also the community and organisations in Fitzroy Crossing.  The shires 
of Derby and West Kimberley have been progressive in the way that they have handled all sorts of situations.  
We know that funding will be available in 2006.  In the community’s view that is too far out.  The community 
wants infrastructure that will allow the children to learn, and it also wants to own part of it.  The community has 
already contacted me and the minister’s department to look at establishing a partnership arrangement. 

One of the unique things about Fitzroy Crossing is that the Bunaba people own it.  The land that Fitzroy 
Crossing sits on is owned by this group of people and they are willing to make land available.  They are willing 
to provide the infrastructure for a school that meets the needs of this community.  The kids who are attending the 
school at the moment have only a few metres of playground.  The river is in full flood.  This wet there have been 
three deluges.  Cyclone Monty has just gone through and dropped a lot of water in the desert and that is coming 
through at the moment.  Other disastrous events have occurred because of this flooding, such as erosion of the 
banks, and the watercourse is changing.  I do not know whether this facility will stand another few years without 
falling into the river.  There are, therefore, all of those issues. 

I have spoken to a number of people.  Isaac Hale is the chairperson of Bunaba Inc, which is willing to provide 
the land and has had innovative discussions with me about entering into a partnership.  The Bunaba community 
wants to act as soon as possible.  After many years it is starting to take control of its own destiny in many 
businesses.  The community actually centres around that group of people.  The Aboriginal community itself 
owns businesses such as the supermarket and garages.  The community is coming away from the welfare 
mentality and considering innovative and commercial outcomes for the future.  The community has the capacity 
to work in a commercial sense, but it needs a pool of labour.  The community wants its own children to be 
educated and skilled to such a level that will allow them to participate in the businesses that the community 
currently owns.  The key, therefore, to the community’s future planning and long-term vision is not just to have 
an education system that meets its needs. 

The community has asked me to convey to the minister its thanks for his support for other projects up that way, 
especially the $1.2 million that the minister provided for administration and other work that was needed.  I am 
not saying that the people in the community are not expressing gratitude; they are saying that they need to get 
out of the box.  If they are to progress, we must help them in such a way that will allow these partnerships to 
bring justice into the system and to provide services for the long-term needs of the community. 

The people in the community know about the funds that the Government can and cannot afford, which is why 
they have developed this proposition.  As to where we go from here, it is important to say that this group of 
people that has come together has been working on this project for a number of years.  Although these people 
have tried to progress the project, it has always been difficult and has been held up due to those issues that are 
relevant to the community.  However, now that people up there are talking about it more, they are hoping that the 
minister will consider a way forward for this community and will deal with the urgent need for replacement of 
the school at Fitzroy Crossing.  Those 150 kids up there are waiting for facilities that will enable them not only 
to learn but also to feel comfortable about going to school.   

MR A.J. CARPENTER (Willagee - Minister for Education and Training) [10.12 am]:  I thank the member for 
Kimberley for bringing this matter to the attention of the Parliament.  I support very much the proposed initiative 
outlined by the member for Kimberley.  I visited the school at Fitzroy Crossing, I think, two years ago.  I was 
then the Minister for Indigenous Affairs, the Minister for Sport and Recreation and the Minister for Education.  
If ever there was a place where the three portfolios overlapped, it was there at Fitzroy Crossing.  The proposal 
then - and I am assured it is now - was to relocate the current school to a more suitable location, as the member 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Thursday, 4 March 2004] 

 p408b-410a 
Mrs Carol Martin; Mr Alan Carpenter 

 [2] 

said, in the centre of the community.  For a start it was to be relocated on higher ground - I will get to that in a 
moment - and co-located with the sports ground and an adjacent library facility that has been provided already 
by the Shire of Derby-West Kimberley.  I recall that the school has a very good sports ground, with change 
facilities and so on.  The current school site is inappropriate.  It may have been inappropriate for some other 
reason, but it is inappropriate now because it is flooded regularly.  A flood brings snakes swimming underneath 
the school and the available space for children to play disappears.  The school is an old building that leaks badly 
and looks more like an old hospital than a school.  It desperately needs to be replaced.  I recall that the preschool 
facilities provided in more recent times were not too bad, but in general the school is inappropriately positioned.   

The statistics for the school would provide members with an understanding of why the member for Kimberley 
believes that this matter should be dealt with expeditiously.  The school is essentially a district high school but 
caters for children from years K-12.  A total of 268 full-time and 18 part-time students attend the school.  These 
latest figures may not be quite the same now, as the numbers in the Kimberley vary considerably from time to 
time.  It is not a small school; it services a big area and quite a sizeable town.  There are 92 students in the lower 
secondary level and 17 students in the upper secondary level of the school.  With three years of lower secondary, 
that is about 30 students a year.  However, members will see that with only 17 upper secondary students, there is 
a major drop off in attendance.  This is an issue that must be addressed across Western Australia but in the 
Kimberley probably more so than anywhere else.  We must provide better physical resources for the young 
people in the Kimberley to allow them to access better resourced educational opportunities, especially at the 
upper secondary level.  The proposal being promoted by Bunaba has been around for a while now.  Different 
groups in the community had different ideas about what should or should not happen, but I think those obstacles 
have been largely overcome.  In a sense the proposal is akin to a private-public partnership and should be 
examined very carefully with a view to producing a positive rather than a negative outcome. 

The funding required to replace the school at Fitzroy Crossing is significant.  It costs about $20 million to 
replace a high school - Mt Lawley Senior High School cost $32 million, a very large amount of money - and 
would be a very significant element in the state school system’s capital works annual budget of between 
$130 million and $140 million.  The member for Kimberley’s proposal is an alternative funding arrangement.  
The people in the community would provide the land, as they are the landowners, would facilitate the 
development of the physical resource - we need to initiate discussions about how that would occur - and 
essentially the Government would provide the teachers and the educational programs to that privately provided 
physical facility.  Those sorts of developments began in Britain under the Blair Government.  They have now 
taken hold in Victoria and New South Wales and a very large development is happening along those lines in 
Queensland.  I am a proponent of exploring those opportunities, especially when the traditional funding 
arrangements present obstacles. 

The people in this community are a very willing and enthusiastic group who want to support educational 
opportunities in their area and are prepared to lend their financial resources to those opportunities.  The 
Department of Education and Training has not traditionally ventured down this path, although I have had 
discussions with the department about other locations and with private organisations - Macquarie Bank Ltd and 
others - which are interested in developing these private-public partnerships in the education area  I have asked 
the Department of Education and Training to re-evaluate its plan for Fitzroy Crossing.  I spoke yesterday with 
the facilities manager, Mr Stephen Harvey, and I have spoken to the Director General of Education, Mr Paul 
Albert, about what might be possible at Fitzroy Crossing.  I want the member for Kimberley to take back to the 
Bunaba community - Joe Ross and Mr Hale - the information that I passed on to Stephen Harvey and Paul 
Albert; that is, I want them to initiate meetings with people in that community, the member for Kimberley and 
the Shire of Derby-West Kimberley to explore this proposal.  I believe there is a real opportunity here.   

The physical facility is one thing, but in Aboriginal communities it is very important to engage the general 
community in the education process so that it is locked in and regarded as part of the general community and not 
something that is plonked there by the Department of Education and Training in Perth and that has very little 
relevance to what is going on in the community.  We have tried very hard in the past couple of years to provide 
educational programs that are relevant to the students in Aboriginal communities and relevant to their future in 
their communities, rather than being completely alienated from their communities.  One of the great 
opportunities that presents itself here is to lock the people in that community into the educational outcomes that 
are available within their community.  It is extremely heartening that the people of Fitzroy Crossing, along with 
their local member of Parliament, are so enthusiastic about wanting to develop educational opportunities for the 
benefit of their town and their area.  I will organise those meetings, and we will push this agenda forward.  I 
thank the member for Kimberley for bringing this matter to my attention.   
 


